
The Canterbury Tales: Assignment #2 

Introduction 

    In The Canterbury Tales, Chaucer introduces the reader to a group of people on a religious pilgrimage, all 
for very different reasons. The common link: they all seek to reflect on the good and the bad they have done in 
the world. 

With your teacher, please review your school's acceptable use policy for work on the Internet. Also, links to the web often change. 
Tell your teacher when you find a poor link in this guide. 

The Task 

The travelers from The Canterbury Tales wanted religious purification. People today look for "purification," 
or spiritual renewal, through reflection and recreation. 

Your task is to design a "pilgrimage" to renew your spirit. With three weeks and $5000.00 to spend, you will 
design a journey on which you will reflect on your life as a teenager and a student, before starting out on your 
life as a young adult. You will create a travel log for each day of your adventure, and a poster showing where 
you would go, what you would do, and what you hope to learn about yourself on this pilgrimage. 

The Process: Exploring the Web, Creating a Product 

1. Create a map of your starting point (your home address) for your journey. Type your street address into the 
search engine at www.mapquest.com to produce a map of your city and street. Zoom in or out as needed then 
print your starting point to add to your poster. (Once you have determined your destination, use 
www.mapquest.com to determine the route from your home. 

2. Determine your destination and what you think you would need to do there to renew your spirit.Visit the 
following sites to download pictures and identify possible itineraries (travel plans) including activities. 

http://www.lonelyplanet.com/worldguide/ 

http://www.fodors.com/ 

Remember, you must work within the time frame of three weeks and a $8,000 budget . 

3. From the above sites, determine where your pilgrimage will lead you.  

4. Research cost of travel to your destination and while there the cost of accommodations, transportation, 
food, etc.  This will help you determine where you will stay and what you will do while you are there.  Use a 
currency converter to help with cost approximation.  Try the one at http://www.xe.com/  

5. Next, print the maps, pictures, prices, car rentals, and activities included in this trip and attach them to your 
pilgrimage poster, which you will turn in with your travel log. 

6. For each day of your adventure, write a half page journal entry describing what you did, who was involved, 
and why it was an important piece to your pilgrimage. Initially, indicate the purpose of the pilgrimage and 
why you chose the specified location.  During the course of your journey, specify how effective or ineffective 



the pilgrimage is and why. ( Is it fulfilling the needs you anticipated?)  Also, be sure to include the amount of 
money you spent each day and keep a running total of your funds. 

If you need help preparing for your journal, refer to http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/SCORE/actbank/sreflect.htm 
or http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/SCORE/actbank/ssynth.htm . 

How You Will Be Graded 

Students successfully completing this assignment present exemplary examples of: 

• pilgrimage poster with a map of starting and ending destinations  
• pictures of at least three activities on your pilgrimage  
• pictures of transportation to and at your destination  
• pictures of the people you will encounter during your pilgrimage  
• travel log containing half page entries for each day of your trip to include  

o what you did on that day and with whom you did it  
o how much you spent--and your balance  
o reasons why the pilgrimage was important at this point of your life, and what you learned about 

yourself  

 


